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to help care for our own boys, and everyone who has any knowledge 
or training in nursing should do "her bit" in winning this war. It 
is not a question of letting someone else do it. It is the men's place 
to do the fighting, but it is the nurses of America who are needed to 
nurse the men back to health. More nurses will be wanted and we 
should all volunteer our services gladly and be proud that we can do 
something for our dear country. The time has arrived when every 
woman is just as important as the man who goes off to Flanders to 
fight. They have a duty to perform and must perform it, no matter 
what their po ition in life. Any who have the time, money and ability 
to render aid to their country and fail to do so, are slackers. But 
nurses are not in this class, their part is an active one, and absolutely 
necessary. They will stand shoulder to shoulder with the soldier, al- 
ways helping, untiring, courageous, cheerful, and praying for a last- 
ing peace. 



NURSES, JOIN NOW! 
By Dorothy Foster, R.N. 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire 

In the hope of reaching the nurses of America who have not yet 
availed themselves of the privilege of nursing the Allied soldiers, I 
will tell them of the things which seem to me most important in the 
work over there. 

The most interesting work is undoubtedly with the Army in 
France. I spent nine months with the Harvard Unit, which is No. 
22 General Hospital, British Expeditionary Force. Each day brought 
convoys of patients, sometimes seventy, sometimes four hundred, 
sometimes several convoys a day or night, and in a corresponding 
number pati nts were sent away to England. 

To go on duty in a large tent and find strange, haggard, unsh ven 
faces, to know that you alone are responsible for the well-being of a 
certain number and to see the change in their general condition and 
the improvement in their wounds after a few days' care is reward for 
your work which no other work in the world can give. Of course, it 
is not always a quick recovery and often none at all. Some poor lad 
may come in, a walking case, and die of gas, bacillus infection, or 
tetanus a few days later. Then the nurse has to help this lad over the 
bar. The nurse is closer to the soldier than is any one else. The 
British people call her "Sister" and this title characterizes their atti- 
tude towards her. Only the nurse knows when and what gifts are 
welcome; so many, many times have I seen a few cigarettes make 
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pain endurable and wished for unlimited funds or the power to divert 
them to the patients to ease their first agonizing days in hospital. 
This every nurse can do on a small scale. 

At the American Ambulance, I nursed French officers and soldiers 
and know that the friendly attitude of these people in the days when 
the United States was neutral is a bond, added to many others, which 
will always hold us together. If you have Frenchmen to nurse you 
are, indeed, fortunate. 

In England, I worked for the American Women's War Hospitals 
at Paignton, Devonshire and London. At Paignton there are two 
hundred and fifty beds for Tommies, ideal surroundings where Ameri- 
can surgeons and nurses have given these splendid boys most excellent 
results from mutilating wounds. 

In London I had the operating room in a hospital for officers. 
All the hospitals have a most cheerful atmosphere. I spent three 
Christmas days in hospitals over there and everybody helped to make 
them very merry. Enough cannot be said in praise of the wonder- 
ful spirit of the British and French, our Allies, who are paying not 
only with their men and money, but with their homes and women and 
children. 

Any nurse who closes her eyes to this marvelous professional 
opportunity will regret it in years to come. Usually our work is 
most narrowing and confining, here is a branch which is quite the 
reverse with every opportunity for variety of work and surroundings. 
There are new places to visit in off duty time which will give you life- 
long memories. 

Nurses, all of you who can leave home, do go. Give yourselves 
and take with you the interest of your families and friends. Your 
influence is immeasurable as is your reward. 



On Palm Sunday, Paris was shelled by ten-inch shells fired by the 
Germans from a new gun, seventy-six miles distant. The shells fell 
at regular intervals, every twenty minutes at first, then every fifteen 
minutes and at last every twelve minutes. Each shot was said to cost 
$4000. The casualties were comparatively slight, about ten persons 
were killed and fifteen wounded and there was no panic amongst 
the population. The gun is of Austrian manufacture, a very delicate 
piece of machinery, which must be handled by expert mathematicians 
and gunners, as the loading and pointing is a difficult task. 



